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REPORT QUANTIFIES BIOSCIENCE INDUSTRY CONTRIBUTION TO 
REGIONAL ECONOMIC GROWTH THROUGHOUT THE U.S.

More than half the nation's metro areas have a specialization in one or more 
areas of the biosciences

Columbus, OH--A newly released report, The Biosciences in the United 
States: A Regional Perspective, finds that employment in the biosciences is 
widely dispersed, with 25 metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) each having 
more than 10,000 total bioscience jobs. The metropolitan area with the most
bioscience jobs--more than 110,000--is the New York City MSA, which includes 
Northern New Jersey and Long Island.

A 2006 report prepared by Battelle for BIO found that the biosciences are a 
growing and vibrant sector of the U.S. economy, with more than 40,000 
businesses employing 1.2 million people in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the 
District of Columbia. And when taking into account multipliers, overall 7 million
people are directly and indirectly employed in this industry.

The Biosciences in the United Sates: A Regional Perspective identifies 
those MSAs that:

Have a large number of bioscience workers, defined as having at least a 
2 percent share of total national employment
Are highly specialized, that is, having a concentration of regional jobs that 
is 50 percent more than the national average
Have regions with "emerging" bioscience sectors. These are metro areas
with employment between 500-5,000 that experienced job growth of at 
least 20 percent between 2001 to 2004.

These data are provided for four bioscience sectors: drugs and 
pharmaceuticals; medical devices and equipment; research, testing and 
medical laboratories; and agricultural feedstocks and chemicals.

In addition to reporting on local areas meeting statistical thresholds, the report 
profiles seven specific metropolitan regions with significant activities or niches 
in one or many of the bioscience subsectors. Regional profiles were prepared 
for Boulder, CO; Durham, NC; Flagstaff, AZ; Kansas City, MO; Madison, WI;
Philadelphia, PA; and St. Louis, MO. Such regions are investing to create the
research base, talent pool, capital markets, and commercialization capabilities 
to build a critical mass of bioscience firms.

"This report shows that the biosciences are a key driver in the development of 
regional technology-based economies throughout the United States" said 
Walter H. Plosila, Vice President of the Battelle Technology Partnership 
Practice, "offering a way for regions to diversify their economies by growing 
diverse segments of the biosciences including ag biotechnology and industrial 
processing, the manufacture of medical devices, the development and 
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production of drugs and pharmaceuticals, and research, testing, and medical 
labs."

"This report illustrates that nearly every large metropolitan area in the United 
States is actively pursuing bioscience industry development," said Patrick Kelly, 
Vice President of State Government Relations for the Biotechnology Industry 
Organization (BIO). "For a variety of reasons, we're seeing significant interest
from state and regional development authorities in the biosciences. The
biosciences not only have the potential to create high-skill, high-wage jobs, but 
the industry is also developing technologies that can improve the quality of 
healthcare and agriculture and help meet our nation's growing energy needs."

Key findings of the report include:

More than half of the nation's 361 MSAs have a specialization 
(employment concentration that is 20 percent greater than the national 
average) in at least one of the four major bioscience subsectors
Many metro areas, including Chicago, Boston, Los Angeles, and St. 
Louis, have a broad employment base in three or even four of the 
bioscience subsectors
Other metro areas are highly specialized in one or two particular 
subsectors such as Minneapolis (medical devices), Washington, D.C. 
(research, testing, and medical labs), and Pittsburgh (research, testing, 
and medical labs and medical devices)
Two metro areas, Lincoln, NE and Madison, WI, have a specialization in 
all four bioscience subsectors.

The study, which was prepared by Battelle, is available on the BIO web site at 
http://www.bio.org/local/battelle2007/ and the Battelle web site at 
http://www.battelle.org/news/07/default.stm.

Battelle is the world's largest non-profit independent research and development 
organization, with 20,000 employees in more than 120 locations worldwide, 
including five national laboratories Battelle manages or co-manages for the U.S. 
Department of Energy. Headquartered in Columbus, Ohio, Battelle conducts
$3.7 billion in R&D annually through contract research, laboratory management, 
and technology commercialization. Battelle provides innovative solutions to
some of the world's most important problems including global climate change,
sustainable energy technologies, high performance materials, next generation 
healthcare diagnostics and therapeutics, and advanced security solutions for 
people, infrastructure, and the nation. Battelle has a long history of developing
successful commercial products in collaboration with its clients, ranging from 
products to fight diabetes, cancer, and heart disease to the development of the 
office copier machine (Xerox). As a non-profit charitable trust with an eye
toward the future, Battelle actively supports and promotes science and math 
education.

BIO represents more than 1,100 biotechnology companies, academic 
institutions, state biotechnology centers and related organizations across the 
United States and 31 other nations. BIO members are involved in the research 
and development of healthcare, agricultural, industrial and environmental 
biotechnology products.

A graphic depicting Metro Areas with more than 10,000 employees in the 
biosciences by major subsector is available in the full report on the BIO website.
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